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work. The Head of the Contracting Ac-
tivity should inform the Chief Finan-
cial Officer, Headquarters of each DOE 
contractor who is unwilling to adopt 
policies consistent with this paragraph 
and the reasons given in support of the 
contractor’s position. 

[49 FR 12011, Mar. 28, 1984, as amended at 59 
FR 9106, Feb. 25, 1994] 

Subpart 932.9—Prompt Payment 
932.970 Implementing DOE policies 

and procedures. 
(a) Invoice payments—(1) Contract Set-

tlement Date. For purposes of deter-
mining any interest penalties under 
cost-type contracts, the effective date 
of contract settlement shall be the ef-
fective date of the final contract modi-
fication issued to acknowledge con-
tract settlement and to close out the 
contract. 

(2) Constructive acceptance periods. 
Where the contracting officer deter-
mines, in writing, on a case-by-case 
basis, that it is not reasonable or fea-
sible for DOE to perform the accept-
ance or approval function within the 
standard period, the contracting officer 
should specify a longer constructive ac-
ceptance or approval period, as appro-
priate. Considerations include, but are 
not limited to, the nature of supplies 
or services involved, geographical site 
location, inspection and testing re-
quirements, shipping and acceptance 
terms, and available DOE resources. 

(b) Contract financing payments. Con-
tracting officers may specify payment 
due dates that are less than the stand-
ard 30 days when a determination is 
made, in writing, on a case-by-case 
basis, that a shorter contract financing 
payment cycle will be required to fi-
nance contract work. In such cases, the 
contracting officer should coordinate 
with the finance and program officials 
that will be involved in the payment 
process to ensure that the contract 
payment terms to be specified in solici-
tations and resulting contract awards 
can be reasonably met. Consideration 
should be given to geographical separa-
tion, workload, contractor ability to 
submit a proper request, and other fac-
tors that could affect timing of pay-
ment. However, payment due dates 
that are less than 7 days for progress 

payments or less than 14 days for in-
terim payments on cost-type contracts 
are not authorized. 

[61 FR 41708, Aug. 9, 1996] 

Subpart 932.70—DOE Loan 
Guarantee Authority 

932.7002 Authority. 
Guaranteed loan applications shall be 

authorized and transmitted to the Fed-
eral Reserve Board only by the Sec-
retary, or designee specified for that 
purpose, and only when made pursuant 
to enabling legislation or other author-
ity; e.g., by executive order or regula-
tion. 

932.7003 Policies. 
The following policies governing the 

exercise of its loan guarantee author-
ity have been established by DOE: 

(a) The use of the loan guarantee au-
thority is not restricted to contracts or 
subcontracts of any particular type or 
class. Each case is to be evaluated on 
its own merits and under the particular 
circumstances applicable thereto. 

(b) The fact that a contract has been 
awarded as a result of competitive bid-
ding should not, of itself, render the 
loan ineligible for guarantee by DOE if 
the contractor is financially respon-
sible and its need for working capital is 
the result of the impact of a defense 
program or any other DOE program for 
which guaranteed loans are authorized. 

(c) The guarantee authority should, 
in general, not be used in connection 
with loans to contractors required to 
furnish performance bonds, except in 
those cases in which the time likely to 
be required for the surety or DOE to 
take over in the event of default will 
result in delays which cannot be toler-
ated by the particular program con-
cerned. When performance bonds have 
been furnished, the surety shall be re-
quired to subordinate its rights in 
favor of the guaranteed loan. 

(d) The criterion that the materials 
or services to be provided cannot read-
ily be acquired from alternative 
sources does not require the finding 
that the materials or services are abso-
lutely unobtainable elsewhere. The cri-
terion should be so applied as to permit 
guarantees of loans when, although the 
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